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2. MARCH 16, 1978 04.03.00 

DR. L. A. ALEKSANDROV 
HYDROMETEOROLOGICAL SERVICE OF 
THE USSR 

12, PAVLIK MOROZOV STREET 
MOSCOW, D-376, USSR 
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DEAR DR. ALEKSANDROV: 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FEBRUARY 22 LETTER REGARDING A PROPOSED 
SCHEDULE OF LAUNCHINGS IN CONNECTION WITH OUR JOINT AMERI- 
CAN-SOVIET PARTICLE INTERCALIBRATION (JASPIC) PROJECT. 

UNDER YOUR PROPOSALS, THE SOVIET SIDE WOULD TIE THE LAUNCH 
TIMES TO SOLAR-ZENITH ANGLES NEAR SUNSET, BASED ON THE 
RESULTS OF YOUR PAST RESEARCH. ON THE OTHER HAND, WE 
DESIRE TO LAUNCH LATER AT NIGHT BASED ON THE RESULTS OF 
OUR PAST RESEARCH. WE PROPOSE, THEREFORE, THAT EACH SIDE 
LAUNCH ROCKETS BOTH AT SUNSET AND NEAR MIDNIGHT. 

WITH REGARD TO THE THREE LAUNCHES PLANNED FOR THE FIRST 
EVENING OF THE GEOMAGNETIC DISTURBANCE: THE BARIUM RE- 
LEASE MUST OCCUR IN SUNLIGHT AT AN ALTITUDE OF 230 KM; THE 
NIKE APACHE CORPUSCULAR PAYLOAD MUST BE IN DARKNESS AT 
200 KM; AND THE SOVIET PAYLOAD SHOULD BE LAUNCHED WITHIN 
FIVE MINUTES OF THE ABOVE TWO AMERICAN LAUNCHES. NEAR 
MIDNIGHT ON THE SAME EVENING, WE PROPOSE TO MAKE AN ADDI- 
TIONAL THREE LAUNCHES WITHIN FIVE MINUTES OF EACH OTHER: 

ONE SOVIET PAYLOAD: THE SECOND NIKE APACHE AND THE NIKE 
TOMAHAWK. 

WE FURTHER SUGGEST THAT THE SOVIET "QUIET TIME" PAYLOAD BE 
LAUNCHED PRIOR TO THE GEOMAGNETIC DISTURBANCE RATHER THAN 
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AFTER BECAUSE OF THE POSSIBILITY THAT NO QUIET DAYS WILL 
BE FOUND BETWEEN THE GEOMAGNETIC STORM AND JUNE 25. THE 
REMAINDER OF THE SOVIET LAUNCHES COULD OCCUR NEAR SUNSET 
AS PROPOSED IN YOUR FEBRUARY 22 LETTER. 

DETAILS ON THE ABOVE COUNTER-PROPOSAL ARE CONTAINED IN THE 
DRAFT OPERATIONS PLAN WHICH WILL BE FORWARDED SHORTLY TO 
THE SOVIET SIDE FOR YOUR COMMENTS AND APPROVAL. 

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF TWO ITEMS, THE OTHER POINTS IN YOUR 
LETTER ARE IN ACCORD WITH OUR OWN PLANNING AND WILL BE 
REFLECTED IN THE DRAFT OPERATIONS PLAN. THE FIRST CONCERNS 
THE SITE FOR SHIP OPERATIONS OFF THE WALLOPS ISLAND, 

VIRGINIA COAST. IN ORDER TO FACILITATE LOGISTICS WE 
SUGGEST THE SAME COORDINATES THAT WERE USED FOR THE 
-"AKADEMIK KOROLEV" LAST AUGUST: 37 DEGREES 45 MINUTES 
NORTH, 75 DEGREES 27 MINUTES WEST. THE SECOND CONCERNS 
SURVEILLANCE OF SHIPPING IN THE OPERATIONS AREA. NASA IS 
PREPARED TO PROVIDE THE SOVIET SHIP WITH THE LOCATION OF 
SURFACE VESSELS TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE AND WITHIN OUR 
CAPABILITY. OF COURSE, DECISIONS CONCERNING LAUNCH OPERA- 
TIONS FROM THE SOVIET SHIP ARE ENTIRELY THE RESPONSIBILITY 
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OF THE SOVIET SIDE. 

IT WOULD FACILITATE OUR PLANNING FOR IASPIC, IF YOU COULD 
INFORM US AS WAS DONE LAST YEAR FOR THE INTERCOMPARISON 
TEST, OF THE TELEMETRY FREQUENCIES THAT THE SOVIET SIDE 
PLANS TO USE AND THE LOCATION RELATIVE TO THE SHIP OF THE 

EXPECTED IMPACT AREA OF THE SOVIET ROCKETS. FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION, NASA WILL USE A LAUNCH AZIMUTH OF APPROXI- 
MATELY 1 10 DEGREES.' 

WITH REGARD TO VISAS, THE SAME PROCEDURE FOLLOWED FOR THE 
INTERCOMPARISON TEST LAST AUGUST SHOULD AGAIN BE FOLLOWED: 
EXCHANGE VISAS FOR PERSONNEL COMING ASHORE IN CONNECTION 
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WITH THE IASPIC PROJECT; CREW LIST VISAS FOR THE REMAINDER 
OF THE TECHNICAL STAFF AND THE SHIP S CREW. WE ASSUME 
THAT THE SHIP'S ITINERARY HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE THROUGH THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN MOSCOW. 

ONE FINAL MATTER. I AM SENDING A COPY OF THIS MESSAGE TO 
DR. S. I. AVDYUSHIN. DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE OF 
APPLIED GEOPHYSICS. IN THE FUTURE I WILL ADDRESS CORRE- 
SPONDENCE CONCERNING THE JASPIC PROJECT DIRECTLY TO 
DR. AVDYUSHIN. WITH A COPY TO YOU. 

SINCERELY, 

ERWIN R. SCHMERLING 
CHIEF OF SPACE PLASMA PHYSICS 
OFFICE OF SPACE SCIENCES 
NASA 


CC: 

DR. S. I. AVDYUSHIN 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

INSTITUTE OF APPLIED GEOPHYSICS 
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